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- Disaster Research Center, Oldest Center in the World 
focused on the Social Science and Management Aspects 
of Disaster 

 

- Started by Pioneers in Disaster Sociology and Science, 
Professor Enrico Quarantelli and Professor Russell Dynes 

 

- Currently 9 core faculty members from such disciplines as 
sociology, public policy, civil engineering, and geography, 
as well as affiliate faculty and graduate students  
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Å Several different graduate programs including an 
interdisciplinary disaster science and management 
degree 

 

Å Largest library collection in the world focused on 
the social science and management aspects of 
disasters 

 

Å Yƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ έǉǳƛŎƪ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
research methods.  

 

Å ²ŀŎƘǘŜƴŘƻǊŦΩǎ studies on humanitarian logistics, 
evacuation decision-making, organizational 
coordination, social vulnerability to disasters, and 
creativity and improvisation during disasters.  

 



How do disaster 
survivors make 

sense of the 
recovery concept? 

 
 

 

 
 

Tricia Wachtendorf with 
Yuki Namiki, and with 

Colette Fu 

 

 



 Environmental 

   

ωLife/Social 

 /   

ωEconomic 

  

ωPhysical 

  

e.g. Rebuild 
housing stock 

 

e.g. Tax base, 
household 

income 

 

 

 

e.g. Pre-disaster 
or safe levels of 

exposure 

 

 

e.g. Lack of PTSD 
/ Resumption of 

community 
activities 

PTSD  
  

 
 








