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- Disaster Research Center, Oldest Center in the World
focused on the Social Science and Management Aspects
of Disaster
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- Started by Pioneers in Disaster Sociology and Science,

Professor Enrico Quarantelli and Professor Russell Dynes
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- Currently 9 core faculty members from such disciplines as
sociology, public policy, civil engineering, and geography,
as well as affiliate faculty and graduate students
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Several different graduate programs including an
interdisciplinary disaster science and management
degree
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Largest library collection in the world focused on
the social science and management aspects of
disasters
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Known for pioneering the “quick response” field
research methods.
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Wachtendorf’s studies on humanitarian logistics,
evacuation decision-making, organizational
coordination, social vulnerability to disasters, and
creativity and improvisation during disasters.
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How do disaster
survivors make
sense of the

recovery concept?
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Tricia Wachtendorf with
Yuki Namiki, and with
Colette Fu
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e.g. Tax base,
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housing stock income
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 The lessons learned are not always objective
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* Rather, they reflect different interests, perspectives, and

experiences
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* |f a “benchmark for disaster recovery” is conflicting or

difficult to define for an individual or withi

n a household,

we should be careful when considering “official”

benchmarks
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Director, Disaster Research Center Professor,
Sociology & Criminal Justice
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