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WBW Thoughts

BEAKE Feng Shuxian

Last July | received an email from Prof. Ono inviting me to participate in the World BOSAI

Walk, Tohoku+10, and | didn't hesitate to say yes.

As a Chinese, | had only heard about the Great East Japan Earthquake eleven years ago, but
| was so moved to see the eleven-year recovery process since 3.11 and the efforts of the
local people. As the photographer for the event, | was able to capture the walk, the
conversations, and the interviews of all the members, which was a very precious

experience for me.

"Last 2km to go! Come on everyone!" "l would say to anyone who comes after, if you met a
tsunami afterwards, don't look back, run for higher ground!" "Live hard now for the sake of
those who have died." Conversations such as these still echo in my mind from time to time.

Through this Walk, not only did | gain a deeper understanding of the disaster and

post-disaster reconstruction in Japan, but | also saw how vulnerable and resilient people Message written at the lwaki 3.117 Memorial and

can be when faced with natural disasters. Thank you very much. Revitalisation Museum at the first day

First day of my walk from Rikuzentakata to Ofunato

WBW Experience H#AZE Nombulelo Kitsepile Ngulube

When | heard that Professor Ono from Tohoku University and the World BOSAI Forum were
hosting the World BOSAI Walk from my supervisor Professor Hirokazu Tatano, | was greatly
excited and fascinated to take part in the initiative to see the progress of community recovery
in Tohoku since the disaster. | walked through districts in Iwate prefecture to Hachinohe in
Aomori Prefecture. | originally come from a country that has never experienced an
earthquake or a tsunami and when | saw the disaster in the media in 2011, my heart bled on
the impact the disaster had caused in Tohoku. Taking part in the walk was an amazing
experience as various communities shared their experiences and stories of how they have
recovered from the disaster 11 years on. | learned a lot about disaster recovery from the
residents of lwate and the organizers of the walk (Professor Ono, Sakamoto, and Yoshino).
This showed me the resilience and strong will of the residents of not only Iwate Prefecture
but the Tohoku region as a whole. This invaluable experience has motivated me to work hard
to chant for community involvement in post-disaster recovery and reconstruction.
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